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When it comes to choosing an investment vehicle for savings or retirement,  
it isn’t always easy to balance capital preservation and income growth.

The ASTRA Equity GIA offers all the security of a guaranteed investment COMBINED  
with all the performance potential of the stock market.

Legal Notice and Limitation of Liability 

The financial scenario simulations, rates and returns presented herein are provided for reference purposes only. Please refer to the 
Contract Folder, the Annuity Contract and the Application Form before investing. Actual rates of return on investment are not guaranteed 
and may vary. There are no guarantees that past performance will be repeated in the future. The returns presented herein are net of 
management and guarantee fees and do not take into account sales, redemptions, distributions or other optional charges that may 
reduce returns. Any amount allocated to a segregated fund is invested at the risk of the contractholder and may increase or 
decrease in value.

The information contained in this document is of a general nature and pertains to investment options and strategies, and must not 
be considered as investment advice that is applicable to all investment situations. It is strongly recommended that you consult your 
financial security advisor, who will analyze your needs on an individual basis and then recommend the appropriate financial products 
that correspond to your investor profile, financial situation, risk tolerance level and personal circumstances. 

Why not consider this 
ideal investment vehicle 
for more long-term 
investments!
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ASTRA Equity GIA

WHAT IS ASTRA EQUITY GIA?
ASTRA Equity GIA is an investment vehicle that can be purchased as part of individual registered savings plans  
(RRSP, LIRA, TFSA) or non-registered savings plans (NRSP) with a 10-year term.

Three unique features give the ASTRA Equity GIA an edge over its competitors:

• 100% capital guarantee at maturity after a 10-year term PLUS guaranteed minimum return
• No caps on growth means unlimited potential returns!
• Redeemable at any time

The investor chooses one of two ways to allocate contributions: 

For the more conservative investors…

60% in GIA and 40% in ASTRA Funds*

•  60% of the contribution is allocated to a Guaranteed Investment Account (GIA) for a period of 10 years with a guaranteed 
compound interest rate.

•  40% of the contribution is allocated to one or more ASTRA Funds whose capital is 100% guaranteed upon a 10-year 
term or upon the death of the annuitant. 

OR

For the bolder investors who want to make the most of the stock markets… 

40% in GIA and 60% in ASTRA Funds* 

•  40% of the contribution is allocated to a Guaranteed Interest Account (GIA) for a period of 10 years with a guaranteed 
compound interest rate.

•  60% of the contribution is allocated to one or more ASTRA Funds whose capital is 100% guaranteed upon a 10-year 
term or upon the death of the annuitant. 

*In the absence of investment instructions, the option of 60% in GIA and 40% in ASTRA Funds will apply.



WITH ASTRA EQUITY GIA,  
YOU CAN HAVE PEACE OF MIND,  
FLEXIBILITY AND GROWTH.
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ASTRA Equity GIA

WHO SHOULD INVEST IN AN ASTRA EQUITY GIA? 

ASTRA Equity GIA is most suitable for investors who

… are looking for capital preservation
… are looking for stock market potential but the security of guaranteed investments
… want a turnkey solution

Age limit for purchases and renewals Up to December 31 of the year the annuitant reaches age 61.

Initial minimum investment $5,000 per contract 

Contribution allocation options 60% in GIA and 40% in ASTRA Funds

OR

40% in GIA and 60% in ASTRA Funds

Guarantees • Invested capital is 100% guaranteed upon a 10-year term
• Guaranteed minimum return at maturity
• Upon death of the annuitant, capital is 100% guaranteed and the 

accumulated returns for the GIA portion and fund portion are 
granted (see page 6 for details).

Growth potential No caps on additional potential returns related to the performance 
of selected segregated funds. Returns are granted in full.

ASTRA Funds available Please consult the Fund Facts or ASTRA Funds Summary (DRA719) for 
more information about the funds offered under the ASTRA Equity 
GIA product, as well as their codes.

Investors may select one or more, and change their allocation at  
any time.

Interest rates Interest rate and guaranteed minimum return in effect are posted 
weekly.

Fees • Management Expense Ratios (MERs) are the same as for our regular 
product. 

• Applicable guarantee fees are affordable. Refer to the product 
Information Folder for details about guarantee fees.

Transfers between ASTRA Equity GIAs Not permitted

Redemption before maturity* Permitted at any time

*Redemption fees may apply. Refer to the product Information Folder for details. 

All guaranteed amounts described in this brochure are reduced proportionally if redemption occurs before term.

The minimum investment required to purchase  
an ASTRA Equity GIA is affordable.
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ASTRA EQUITY GIA  
OFFERS TRULY EXCEPTIONAL GUARANTEES!
Guarantee #1

Invested capital is 100% guaranteed upon a 10-year term, a minimum return is guaranteed and any additional 
returns are unlimited.

Example 1   60% in GIA and 40% in ASTRA Funds

Elizabeth invests $10,000 in an ASTRA Equity GIA with the option 
of 60% in GIA and 40% in ASTRA Funds, i.e. $6,000 allocated to a 
GIA at 3%* and $4,000 allocated to segregated funds. Based on the 
assumption of different annual fund returns, the ASTRA Equity GIA 
would have the following value upon a 10-year term:

Value of ASTRA Equity GIA at term:

Guarantees

$20 487

$16 699

$13 984

$12 063 $12 063 $12 063 $12 063
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GET EVEN MORE OUT  
OF THE STOCK MARKET!

Example 2   40% in GIA and 60% in ASTRA Funds

Eric invests $10,000 in ASTRA Equity GIA with the option of 40%  
in GIA and 60% in ASTRA Funds, i.e. $4,000 allocated to a GIA  
at 3%* and $6,000 allocated to segregated funds. Based on the 
assumption of different annual fund returns, the ASTRA Equity GIA 
would have the following value upon a 10-year term:

Value of ASTRA Equity GIA at term:

*These rates and amounts are provided for illustration purposes only and may be different at the time the investment is made.

Guarantees

$24 011

$18 329

$14 257

$11 376 $11 376 $11 376 $11 376
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Guarantee #2
Protecting your assets in the event of death… just one more way of ensuring your peace of mind!

The guaranteed value upon death is equal to the total market value (MV), using the initial contribution amount as 
the minimum value and any interest accrued on the GIA portion plus any increase in the value of the funds portion.  
No market value adjustment is made. Please refer to the product Information Folder for more information on the 
guarantee application date upon death.

Example 1

Following is an example of guaranteed values upon death for the ASTRA Equity GIA with the option of 60% in GIA and 
40% in ASTRA Funds, based on the assumption that the rate of return on the GIA portion is 3% for a total investment 
of $10,000, and based on different rates of return on the fund investment portion. 

Net annual return on 
fund(s) After 2 years After 4 years After 6 years After 8 years After 10 years

-12%

$10,365 $10,753 $11,164 $11,601 $12,063 
-8%

-4%

0%

4% $10,692 $11,432 $12,226 $13,075 $13,984

8% $11,031 $12,195 $13,512 $15,004 $16,699

12% $11,383 $13,047 $15,060 $17,504 $20,487

Example 2

Following is an example of the guaranteed values upon death for the ASTRA Equity GIA with the option of 40%  
in GIA and 60% in ASTRA Funds, based on the assumption that the rate of return on the GIA portion is 3% for a  
total investment of $10,000, and based on different rates of return on the fund investment portion. 

Net annual return on 
fund(s) After 2 years After 4 years After 6 years After 8 years After 10 years

-12%

$10,244 $10,502 $10,776 $11,067 $11,376
-8%

-4%

0%

4% $10,733 $11,521 $12,368 $13,278 $14,257

8% $11,242 $12,665 $14,297 $16,173 $18,329

12% $11,770 $13,943 $16,619 $19,923 $24,011

Guarantees
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How ASTRA Equity GIA guarantees can work for you:

Let’s use the example of a $10,000 investment in an ASTRA Equity GIA with the 60% in GIA and 40% in ASTRA Funds 
option, i.e., $6,000 allocated to a GIA at 3% and $4,000 allocated to segregated funds. The minimum capital guaranteed 
upon a 10-year term would be 120.63% of the initial investment capital.

All guaranteed amounts described in this brochure are reduced proportionally if redemption occurs before term.

These rates and amounts are provided for illustration purposes only and may be different at the time the investment is made.

Guarantees

Stock markets can offer 
substantial growth over 
a 10-year period. There is 
no cap on any additional 
potential returns earned by 
the funds selected.

Accumulated
value

Guaranteed Value  
at Death

Potential value  
at maturity

Minimum guaranteed 
value at maturity

$12,063

1st year 10-year term

$10,000 40%  
segregated funds

60% GIA
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Accumulated values

ASTRA EQUITY GIA IS SYNONYMOUS WITH GROWTH

Accumulated values

Total returns on ASTRA Equity GIA depend on the guaranteed interest rate for the portion invested in the GIA, as well as 
the returns earned on the segregated fund portion. The interest rate for the GIA portion is compounded annually and 
posted weekly. The “minimum capital guaranteed at maturity” posted weekly designates the percentage of the total 
capital invested that the investor is guaranteed to receive at the end of the 10-year term. This percentage is fixed based 
on the rate in force on the date the investment vehicle is purchased.

Before term, the accumulated value is equal to the market value (MV), i.e. the sum of the GIA portion with accrued interest 
plus the current value of the units in the segregated fund portion. The amounts invested in the segregated fund portion 
are invested at the contractholder’s risk and their value may fluctuate with the market value of the assets in the fund(s).

At term, the minimum accumulated value guaranteed at term is equal to the market value (MV), i.e. the sum of the 
GIA portion with accrued interest plus the current value of the units in the segregated fund portion. This fund portion 
is guaranteed to 100% of the initial investment. If the funds chosen generate a positive return, the investor receives 
the full additional amount earned. If at term the funds have generated a negative or nil return, the initial capital layout 
invested in segregated funds is 100% guaranteed.

Example 1

The following table shows an example of values accumulated annually in an ASTRA Equity GIA with the option of  
60% in GIA and 40% in ASTRA Funds based on the assumption that the rate of return on the GIA portion is 3% for a 
total investment of $10,000, and based on different rates of return on the fund investment portion.

Net annual return  
on fund(s) After 2 years After 4 years After 6 years After 8 years After 10 years

-12% $9 463 $9 152 $9 022 $9 039

$12 063 
-8% $9 751 $9 619 $9 590 $9 653

-4% $10 052 $10 150 $10 295 $10 486

0% $10 365 $10 753 $11 164 $11 601

4% $10 692 $11 432 $12 226 $13 075 $13 984

8% $11 031 $12 195 $13 512 $15 004 $16 699

12% $11 383 $13 047 $15 060 $17 504 $20 487
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Accumulated values

Example 2

The following table shows an example of values accumulated annually in an ASTRA Equity GIA with the option of  
40% in GIA and 60% in ASTRA Funds based on the assumption that the rate of return on the GIA portion is 3% for a 
total investment of $10,000, and based on different rates of return on the fund investment portion.

Net annual return  
on fund(s) After 2 years After 4 years After 6 years After 8 years After 10 years

-12% $8 890 $8 100 $7 563 $7 225

$11 376
-8% $9 322 $8 800 $8 414 $8 146

-4% $9 773 $9 598 $9 473 $9 395

0% $10 244 $10 502 $10 776 $11 067

4% $10 733 $11 521 $12 368 $13 278 $14 257

8% $11 242 $12 665 $14 297 $16 173 $18 329

12% $11 770 $13 943 $16 619 $19 923 $24 011

These examples do not take into account any possible redemption fees before maturity. Refer to page 10 
for details about redemption fees.

All guaranteed amounts described in this brochure are reduced proportionally if redemption occurs before term.

These rates and amounts are provided for illustration purposes only and may be different at the time the investment 
is made.
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ASTRA EQUITY GIA, A REDEEMABLE INVESTMENT PRODUCT
Unlike many similar products, ASTRA Equity GIA is redeemable at any time before maturity. However, redemption 
fees may apply. Refer to the product Information Folder for details.

Redemptions in whole before term are permitted according to the following formula:

Redemption fee = MVA for the GIA portion +  
 = MV x ( i – j + 1.00% ) x n / 12 + 

Fund redemption fee (back-load sales charge)

where MVA is always ≥ 0

Given that:

MVA = Market Value Adjustment

MV =  Market value of the GIA portion invested in ASTRA 
Equity GIA redeemed in whole or in part

i =  Current interest rate offered by SSQ for a GIA for 
a term equivalent to the initial term selected,  
comprising similar interest provisions

j =  Rate of interest of the initial GIA

n =  Number of complete months until the end of  
the GIA

Redemption fee exemptions are not permitted. Also, 
no fees are deducted upon the death of the annuitant.

• Partial redemptions are permitted pro rata for portions held in GIAs and in segregated funds for redemptions of  
$5,000 and over. For these partial redemptions to be permitted, the value of the ASTRA Equity GIA following redemption 
must be at least $5,000.

• A $100 administration fee will apply to any crystallization of an ASTRA Equity GIA, i.e. redemption for the purpose of 
purchasing a similar product.

• No exemption for back-load sales charges will be granted for this product.
• When the redemption of an ASTRA Equity GIA is made following the death of the annuitant, the market value 

adjustment (MVA) is equal to zero. In such a case, the redemption value of an ASTRA Equity GIA therefore corresponds 
to the market value.

ASTRA Equity GIA,  
a truly unique product!

A redeemable product

Redemption 
date

% of market value of the fund 
portion invested in ASTRA Equity GIA 

at redemption

During the 1st year 6.00

During the 2nd year 6.00

During the 3rd year 5.00

During the 4th year 4.00

During the 5th year 3.00

During the 6th year 2.00

In subsequent years None
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MANY ASTRA FUNDS ARE AVAILABLE
A wide range of ASTRA Funds are offered under the ASTRA Equity GIA product. These funds have been carefully 
selected by our team of experts. 

SSQ Investment and Retirement has chosen to do business exclusively with external investment managers. This 
has many advantages, including full autonomy when it comes to choosing our investment managers. This means our 
clients have access to money management specialists in all asset classes with a broad range of management styles and 
a proven track record. 

It goes without saying that our decision to delegate the selection of securities includes the responsibility of monitoring 
the performance of the asset managers we have selected and ensuring their management styles remain in line with 
the mandates they are given. 

Please consult the Fund Facts or ASTRA Funds 
Summary (DRA719) for more information 
about the funds offered under the ASTRA 
Equity GIA product, as well as their codes.

ASTRA Fund Managers: 
Leading firms and proven track record!

ASTRA Funds

100

 
 SSQ, Life Insurance Company Inc.

ASTRA Segregated Funds

 

 

 

ASTRA Lazard Global Infrastructure
FUND FACTS • as at December 31, 2011

 

 
 
 Quick FactsDate fund created: June 12, 2007

Net asset value per unit: $6.8366
Portfolio turnover rate: 52%Management expense ratio (MER): 3.15% (including taxes)

Total value as at December 31, 2011: $24.47 million 

Number of units outstanding: 3,577,408
Minimum investment: $400

If you invest $500,000 dollars or more, some of the fees you are required to pay may be lowered. Certain conditions apply.

Portfolio manager(s): Lazard Asset Management

 

What does this fund invest in?The fund is invested in global infrastructure securities, i.e. companies

listed on an exchange that own physical infrastructure such as

tollroads, airports, ports, gas and electricity transmission pipelines,

etc.
Top 10 investments

Atlantia SpA

7.7%

Tokyo Gas Co.

6.3%

Osaka Gas Co.

6.1%

Fraport AG

5.6%

Duet Group

5.1%

Spark Infrastructure

4.8%

Societa Iniziative Auto

4.5%

CSX Corp.

4.3%

Transurban Group

3.8%

Red Electrica Corp.

3.6%

Total

51.8%

Total investments :  36 
Asset Mix

0.3% Communication Infrastructures

17.2% Airports

29.8% Tollroads

4.2% Public Water Utilities

16.4% Gas Utilities

11.4% Electricity Utilities

11.9% Diversified Utilities

 

How risky is it?The value of your investments under your contract can go down.

Please see section Summary of Astra Fund Investment Policies of the

Information Folder for further details.Very
low Low Low to

moderate Moderate Moderate
to high High

 

 
 How has the fund performed?This section tells you how the fund has performed over the past 10

years for an investor who chooses the basic guarantee. Returns are

after the MER has been deducted. It's important to note that this

doesn't tell you how the fund will perform in the future. Also, your actual

return will depend on the guarantee option you choose and on your

personal tax situation.Average returnA person who invested $1,000 in the fund and chose the basic

guarantee 5 years ago now has $780.32. This works out to an average

of -4.8% a year.
Year-by-year returnsThis chart demonstrates the fund's performance over the past 6 years

in the case of an investor who chose the basic guarantee. In the past

6 years, the fund was up in value for 3 years and down in value for

3 years.

Returns (%)

0%

10%

-10%

20%

-20%

30%

-30%

-40%

2002

N/A

2003

N/A

2004

N/A

2005

N/A

2006

25.4*

2007

-0.0*

2008

-32.6

2009

11.4

2010

6.8

2011

-2.7

* For illustration purposes only. Actual segregated fund performance

may vary. 
 

Are there any guarantees?This segregated fund is being offered under an insurance contract. It

comes with guarantees that may protect a contractholder's investment

if the markets go down. The MER includes the insurance cost for the

guarantee. For details please refer to the Information Folder.

 

Who is the fund for?This fund may be right for a contractholder seeking for a certain level

of income and long-term capital growth.

 

Segregated Fund
Underlying Fund(s)

8,8% Railroads
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ASTRA Segregated Funds

 

 

 

ASTRA Conservative Strategy
FUND FACTS • as at December 31, 2011

 

 
 
 Quick FactsDate fund created: December 7, 1998

Net asset value per unit: $10.2435
Portfolio turnover rate: N/AManagement expense ratio (MER): 2.47% (including taxes)

Total value as at December 31, 2011: $68.81 million 

Number of units outstanding: 6,716,108
Minimum investment: $400

If you invest $500,000 dollars or more, some of the fees you are required to pay may be lowered. Certain conditions apply.

Portfolio manager(s): McLean Budden, Jarislowsky Fraser, Hexavest

 

What does this fund invest in?The fund is invested mainly in Canadian fixed-income securities

issued by federal, provincial and municipal governments as well as

blue chip companies. It is also invested in the equities of large-cap

Canadian, U.S. and international companies.
Top 10 investments

MB Fixed income Fund

66.0%*

*Canada Govt

1.50 12/01/2011 7.3%

 Canada Govt

3.75 06/01/2012 5.8%

 Canada Govt

2.50 09/01/2013 5.6%

 Canada Govt

1.75 03/01/2013 4.4%

 Canada Housing Trust
3.15 06/15/2014 3.7%

 Ontario Prov

5.60 06/02/2035 3.5%

 Canada Housing Trust
4.80 06/15/2012 2.5%

 Ontario Prov

4.20 03/08/2018 2.4%

 Ontario Prov

4.75 06/02/2013 2.0%

 Canada Housing Trust
3.75 06/02/2013 1.9%

JFL - Cdn. Equity Fund

12.5%

MB Cdn. Equity Fund

11.7%

MB U.S. Equity Fund

5.0%

Hexavest Europac Fund

4.8%

Total

100%

Total investments :  See underlying funds
 
Asset Mix

9.2% Foreign Equity

21.5% Canadian Equity

69.3% Fixed Income

 

How risky is it?The value of your investments under your contract can go down.

Please see section Summary of Astra Fund Investment Policies of the

Information Folder for further details.Very
low Low Low tomoderate Moderate Moderate

to high High

 

 
 How has the fund performed?This section tells you how the fund has performed over the past 10

years for an investor who chooses the basic guarantee. Returns are

after the MER has been deducted. It's important to note that this

doesn't tell you how the fund will perform in the future. Also, your actual

return will depend on the guarantee option you choose and on your

personal tax situation.Average returnA person who invested $1,000 in the fund and chose the basic

guarantee 10 years ago now has $1,403.80. This works out to an

average of 3.4% a year.Year-by-year returnsThis chart demonstrates the fund's performance over the past 10 years

in the case of an investor who chose the basic guarantee. In the past

10 years, the fund was up in value for 7 years and down in value for

3 years.

Segregated Fund

Returns (%)

0%

5%

-5%

10%

-10%

15%

2002

-3.2

2003

9.8

2004

5.8

2005

7.4

2006

6.4

2007

1.0

2008

-8.5

2009

10.4

2010

5.6

2011

-0.8

 

Are there any guarantees?This segregated fund is being offered under an insurance contract. It

comes with guarantees that may protect a contractholder's investment

if the markets go down. The MER includes the insurance cost for the

guarantee. For details please refer to the Information Folder.

 

Who is the fund for?This fund may be right for a contractholder seeking for regular income

and medium- to long-term capital growth.
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ASTRA Segregated Funds
 

  

ASTRA Money Market
FUND FACTS • as at December 31, 2011

 

 
 
 Quick Facts

Date fund created: December 1, 1997
Net asset value per unit: $10.0000
Portfolio turnover rate: N/A
Management expense ratio (MER): 1.47% (including taxes)

Total value as at December 31, 2011: $6.73 million 
Number of units outstanding: 673,056
Minimum investment: $400

If you invest $500,000 dollars or more, some of the fees you are required to pay may be lowered. Certain conditions apply.
Portfolio manager(s): McLean Budden
 

What does this fund invest in?
The fund is invested mainly in Canadian money market and short-term
fixed-income securities (terms under one year). These securities are
issued by federal, provincial and municipal governements as well as
blue chip companies.

Top 10 investments

Can. Treasury Bills 02/02/2012 8.9%
Canada Housing Trust 4.00% 06/15/2012 6.4%
Can. Treasury Bills 01/06/2012 4.2%
Can. Treasury Bills 01/05/2012 3.7%
Royal Bank 1.27% 05/22/2012 3.3%
TD Bank 1.32% 09/19/2012 3.0%
Alberta T Bills 08/03/2012 2.8%
Bristish Columbia T Bills 09/10/2012 2.8%
Can. Treasury Bills 11/22/2012 2.8%
Bank of Montreal 1.34% 10/19/2012 2.6%
Total 40.7%
Total investments :  62
 
Asset Mix

100.0% Cash and Cash Equivalents

 

How risky is it?
The value of your investments under your contract can go down.
Please see section Summary of Astra Fund Investment Policies of the
Information Folder for further details.

Very
low Low

Low to
moderate Moderate

Moderate
to high High

 

 
 How has the fund performed?

This section tells you how the fund has performed over the past 10
years for an investor who chooses the basic guarantee. Returns are
after the MER has been deducted. It's important to note that this
doesn't tell you how the fund will perform in the future. Also, your actual
return will depend on the guarantee option you choose and on your
personal tax situation.

Average return
A person who invested $1,000 in the fund and chose the basic
guarantee 10 years ago now has $1,136.75. This works out to an
average of 1.3% a year.

Year-by-year returns
This chart demonstrates the fund's performance over the past 10 years
in the case of an investor who chose the basic guarantee. In the past
10 years, the fund was up in value for 10 years and down in value
for 0 year.

Segregated Fund Returns (%)

0%

1%

2%

3%

4%

2002

1.3

2003

1.4

2004

0.9

2005

1.2

2006

2.6

2007

3.3

2008

2.3

2009

0.1

2010

0.0

2011

0.0

 

Are there any guarantees?
This segregated fund is being offered under an insurance contract. It
comes with guarantees that may protect a contractholder's investment
if the markets go down. The MER includes the insurance cost for the
guarantee. For details please refer to the Information Folder.
 

Who is the fund for?
This fund may be right for a contractholder seeking for regular income
while preserving capital and maintaining a high level of liquidity.
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REGULAR
AGI 2.14

 IN EFFECT AS  
OF JUNE 4, 2012

Standard
75% - 100%

Premium
100% - 100%+

ASTRA  
Equity GIAREG. AGI REG. AGI REG. AGI REG. AGI

CANADIAN EQUITY FUNDS

Guardian Canadian Dividend Equity
Available on June 4, 2012

GUA DIV 0648 - 1648 - 2648 - 3648 - Guardian Capital 80 20 A 2.42 0.00 1.20 N/A N/A

Jarislowsky Fraser Ltd. Canadian Value Equity CAN VAL 012 - 112 - 212 - 312 - ✓ Jarislowsky Fraser Limited 100 A 2.57 0.00 1.05 1.05 N/A

MFS McLean Budden Canadian Equity MFS CAN 014 - 114 - 214 - 314 - MFS McLean Budden 100 A 2.89 0.00 1.08 N/A N/A

Triasima Canadian Equity TRI CAN 085 - 185 - 285 - 385 - Triasima 100 A 2.57 0.00 1.01 N/A N/A

Greystone Canadian Growth Equity CAN GR 013 - 113 - 213 - 313 - ✓ Greystone Managed Investments 100 A 2.57 0.00 1.05 1.05 N/A

Montrusco Bolton Canadian Equity MOB CAN 0638 - 1638 - 2638 - 3638 - Montrusco Bolton Investments 100 A 2.787 0.00 1.35 N/A N/A

Canadian Fundamental Equity CAN FUN 0607 - 1607 - 2607 - 3607 - BlackRock 100 A 2.57 0.00 1.08 N/A N/A

Canadian Index CAN IND 046 - 146 - 246 - 346 - ✓ BlackRock 100 A 2.52 0.00 1.08 0.77 N/A

Canadian Small Cap Equity CAN CAP 015 - 115 - 215 - 315 - Fiera Capital Corporation 100 A 2.78 0.00 1.30 N/A N/A

FOREIGN EQUITY FUNDS

Jarislowsky Fraser Ltd. U.S. Value Equity8 US VAL 016 - 116 - 216 - 316 - Jarislowsky Fraser Limited 100 A 3.05 0.00 1.08 N/A N/A

MFS McLean Budden U.S. Equity MFS US 031 - 131 - 231 - 331 - ✓ MFS McLean Budden 100 A 2.68 0.00 1.05 0.82 N/A

U.S. Fundamental Equity US FUN 0608 - 1608 - 2608 - 3608 - BlackRock 100 A 2.68 0.00 1.08 N/A N/A

U.S. Index US IND 047 - 147 - 247 - 347 - ✓ BlackRock 100 A 2.63 0.00 1.08 0.82 N/A

International Equity INTERN 033 - 133 - 233 - 333 - ✓ Hexavest Asset Management 100 A 3.26 0.00 1.16 0.92 N/A

Carnegie International Equity CAR INT 097 - 197 - 297 - 397 - Carnegie Asset Management 100 A 3.10 0.00 1.16 N/A N/A

International Fundamental Equity INT FUN 0609 - 1609 - 2609 - 3609 - BlackRock 100 A 2.89 0.00 1.16 N/A N/A

International Index INT IND 050 - 150 - 250 - 350 - ✓ BlackRock 100 A 2.89 0.00 1.16 0.92 N/A

Calamos Global Equity CAL GLO 0635 - 1635 - 2635 - 3635 - ✓ Calamos Investments 100 A 3.26 0.00 1.16 1.40 N/A

Lazard Global Equity LAZ GLO 0637 - 1637 - 2637 - 3637 - Lazard Asset Management 100 A 3.25 0.00 1.25 N/A N/A

Hexavest Hedged Global Equity HED GLO 0621 - 1621 - 2621 - 3621 - Hexavest Asset Management 100 A 3.26 0.00 1.16 N/A N/A

Lazard Global Small Cap Equity GLO SC 0625 - 1625 - 2625 - 3625 - Lazard Asset Management 100 A 3.10 0.00 1.40 N/A N/A

Emerging Markets Fundamental Equity EMA FUN 0610 - 1610 - 2610 - 3610 - BlackRock 100 A 3.10 0.00 1.60 N/A N/A

SPECIALTY FUNDS

Lazard Global Infrastructures LAZ INF 090 - 190 - 290 - 390 - Lazard Asset Management 100 A 3.15 0.00 0.98 N/A N/A

Presima Global Real Estate Enhanced Yield PRE RE 030 - 130 - 230 - 330 - Presima 100 A 3.41 0.00 1.30 N/A N/A

Morgan Stanley Global Real Estate MS RE 0636 - 1636 - 2636 - 3636 - Morgan Stanley Investment Management 100 A 3.419 0.00 1.30 N/A N/A

Sigma Alpha Global Macro SA GMA 0626 - 1626 - 2626 - 3626 - Sigma Alpha Capital inc. 100 A 3.3610 0.00 1.30 N/A N/A

CoreCommodity Management Commodity CCM CO 0624 - 1624 - 2624 - 3624 - CoreCommodity Management 100 A 3.36 0.00 1.30 N/A N/A

ASTRA FUNDS SUMMARY

May 2012

REG.: Regular product     AGI: ASTRA Guaranteed Income
7 20% of the portfolio is subject to an additional 20% performance fee on returns exceeding the benchmark index.
8 This fund is available for RSP, LIRA, RIF, LIF, PRRIF and LRIF contracts only.
9 One third of the portfolio is subject to an additional 10% performance fee on returns exceeding the benchmark index.
10 The portfolio is subject to an additional 20% performance fee on returns exceeding 5%. 

BlackRock® is a registered trademark of BlackRock, Inc.

Any amount that is allocated to a segregated fund is invested at the risk of the 
contractholder and may increase or decrease in value. Ask your advisor for more 
information if needed.
The management expense ratio and the applicable guarantee fees may vary if the fund is part of the Private Wealth 
Management program. For more information, please refer to the Information Folder.

Distributions Frequency

M: Monthly Q: Quarterly

S: Semi-annually A: Annually

For more information, please refer to the Fund Facts document available under the ASTRA Fund Returns section on our Web site.
www.investment.ssq.ca
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Comments

And don’t forget…
You can change the funds selected throughout the 10 year period  
and you also have the option of choosing more than one fund.
The Information Folder provides more information about  
funds offered as well as their management expense ratios.

PLEASE NOTE…

Investment statements

Investment statements are issued quarterly. Statements show the amounts invested in the GIA and in the selected ASTRA 
Fund(s) portion under the heading “ASTRA Equity GIA”.

Age limitations

Contributions to an ASTRA Equity GIA or renewals are possible up to December 31 of the year the annuitant reaches age 61.  

Renewal procedure

Renewals must be made at the latest by December 31 of the year the annuitant reaches age 61. In the absence of 
instructions at renewal, the ASTRA Equity GIA will be renewed according to the same parameters as the original ASTRA 
Equity GIA. The proportion between ASTRA Funds and GIAs will be re-established according to the proportion selected 
at purchase (40% - 60% or 60% - 40%), and the allocation between the different funds will be identical to the one in the 
ASTRA Equity GIA at maturity date. The renewal of ASTRA Equity GIAs may have tax consequences for non-registered 
contracts only. If so, tax slips will be provided.

If the age limit is exceeded at maturity of the ASTRA Equity GIA, the investments will have to be transferred into another 
investment vehicle. In the absence of instructions, the amounts will be transferred into a daily interest account.



ABOUT SSQ FINANCIAL GROUP
With a business volume of $3 billion and over $11 billion in 
assets under management, SSQ Financial Group is a leading 
mutual diversified financial institution in Canada. 

The Group serves over 1 million clients and provides jobs to 
nearly 2,000 employees. SSQ, Life Insurance Company Inc., the 
Group’s principal company, is recognized as a leader in the 
group insurance industry and as an expert in the investment 
and retirement sector. SSQ Financial Group is also a rising star 
in home and auto insurance under the SSQ General Insurance 
Company Inc. banner and has expanded into the individual 
insurance market thanks to its subsidiary, SSQ Insurance 
Company Inc.

For more information, please visit ssq.ca.
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When it comes to choosing an investment vehicle for savings or retirement,  
it isn’t always easy to balance capital preservation and income growth.

The ASTRA Equity GIA offers all the security of a guaranteed investment COMBINED  
with all the performance potential of the stock market.

Legal Notice and Limitation of Liability 

The financial scenario simulations, rates and returns presented herein are provided for reference purposes only. Please refer to the 
Contract Folder, the Annuity Contract and the Application Form before investing. Actual rates of return on investment are not guaranteed 
and may vary. There are no guarantees that past performance will be repeated in the future. The returns presented herein are net of 
management and guarantee fees and do not take into account sales, redemptions, distributions or other optional charges that may 
reduce returns. Any amount allocated to a segregated fund is invested at the risk of the contractholder and may increase or 
decrease in value.

The information contained in this document is of a general nature and pertains to investment options and strategies, and must not 
be considered as investment advice that is applicable to all investment situations. It is strongly recommended that you consult your 
financial security advisor, who will analyze your needs on an individual basis and then recommend the appropriate financial products 
that correspond to your investor profile, financial situation, risk tolerance level and personal circumstances. 

Why not consider this 
ideal investment vehicle 
for more long-term 
investments!



ASTRA EQUITY GIA
All the security of a Guaranteed Interest Account (GIA)
combined with the performance potential of the stock market

MONTREAL SALES OFFICE
Tel.: 1-855-425-0904
Fax: 1-866-606-2764

ONTARIO, WESTERN AND ATLANTIC  
CANADA SALES OFFICE
Tel.: 1-888-429-2543
Fax: 416-928-8515

QUEBEC CITY SALES OFFICE
Tel.: 1-888-900-3457
Fax: 1-866-559-6871

CLIENT SERVICES
P.O. Box 10510, Stn Sainte-Foy
Quebec QC  G1V 0A3

1245 Chemin Sainte-Foy, Suite 210
Quebec QC  G1S 4P2

Tel.: 1-800-320-4887
Fax: 1-866-559-6871

ssqir@ssq.ca

ssq.ca
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